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Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
1021 N. Grand Avenue E.
Springfield
Illinois
62794-9276 
Bureau of Water
P.O. Box 19276
Lake Education Assistance Program
The Lake Education Assistance Program (LEAP) is part of a new education initiative offered by the Illinois EPA. 
Funding is provided through Conservation 2000, a comprehensive multi-year environmental protection program signed 
into law in 1995.
The program provides funding up to $500 for school and other not for profit organization participation in lake/lake 
watershed related educational field trips, equipment and activities. It might also fund the attendance of individuals at 
lake/lake watershed related seminars and workshops.
Projects and activities must have stated goals and involve the enhanced lake/lake watershed education of teachers, students, organizations and/or the community. A one page final report will be required, including such things as the 
level of participant involvement, videos, photographs, artwork, and/or written work.
Funding will be in the form of reimbursement of costs incurred for activities and supplies such as educational materials, scientific equipment, substitute teacher payment, buses/drivers, seminars, workshops, software, and visual materials. 
Any reimbursement request submitted to the Illinois EPA after June 30 may not be accepted and may become the responsibility of the purchaser.
Application deadlines are September 30 and January 31. Only one application per school, organization or community for each application period will be accepted.
Please feel free to make copies of the attached documents for future use or for distribution to interested parties.
Note: Projects MUST address the study of lakes, ponds and/ or their watersheds. Assistance may not be 
used for the study of rivers, creeks or streams UNLESS they feed to or flow from the lake being studied. 
For further information regarding LEAP, contact Illinois EPA Lakes Program at 217/782-3362.
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Lake Education Assistance Program Application Form
Please List Chief Officers of the Applicant:
Assistance Requested for:
Conference or Field Trip Name/Location (if any):
*The Social Security # of the Contact Person is only required if that person utilizes his/her own funds to purchase 
grant related items of services.
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Project Goals (list up to 3):
Educational/Environmental Concepts to be presented (list up to3):
Provide Itemized Budget Summary: (see attachment)
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Lake Education Assistance Program Agreement
I, the undersigned, being duly authorized to take such action, agree to accept the financial assistance money to 
further the education of teachers, students, organizations and/or communities about lake/lake watershed 
environments  as stated in the attached Lake Education Assistance Program Application (“Application”) incorporated 
herein by reference. I certify that all information provided in this Agreement and in the Application is true and correct 
to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. I agree to the terms and conditions stated herein. I understand 
that I must provide the Illinois EPA with a final report, and that adequate documentation (receipts or proof of payment) 
will be required for reimbursement. I understand that as a recipient of grant funds I am required to permit the grantor Agency, the Auditor General, or the Attorney General to inspect and audit any books, records, or papers related to 
the program, project, or use for which grant funds were provided.
Signature and Title of Authorized Representative Requesting Assistance:
Signature:
Any person who knowingly makes a false, fictitious, or fraudulent material statement, orally or in writing, to the 
Illinois EPA commits a Class 4 felony. A second or subsequent offense after conviction is a Class 3 felony.(415 ILCS 5/44(h))
Terms and Conditions:
1.   All receipts must be sent at the same time.
2.   Complete list of costs must accompany paid receipts.
3.   Allow 4-6 weeks, after Illinois EPA receives receipts, for reimbursement.
4.   Funding will be in the form of reimbursement of costs incurred for activities and supplies such as educational
      materials, scientific equipment, substitute teacher payment, buses/drivers, seminars, workshops, software, 
      and visual materials.  Assistance does not cover items such as hats, T-shirts, trophies, food, nonconference
      related lodging and computer hardware.  Assistance may not be used for the study of rivers, creeks or 
      streams unless they feed to or flow from the lake being studied..
5.   Any reimbursement request submitted to the Illinois EPA after June 30 may not be accepted and may 
     become the responsibility of the purchaser.
The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency hereby grants financial assistance to the recipient named herein.
Signature:
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Lake Education Assistance Program 
Final Report
Conference or Field Trip Name/Location (if any):
Comments (please include---concepts learned, how will they be used in the classroom, how were materials and 
equipment used?):
Include any videos, photographs, artwork, reports or student/member/citizen comments (or products), 
along with documentation of paid expenses in this report.  Failure to submit an adequate final report will result in rejection of future applications.
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Lake Education Assistance Program 
Specific Budget Proposal
# of Units
Cost Per Unit
Total Cost
Equipment
Materials
Transportation
Registration Fees
Other (be specific)
Total
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Reimbursement Instructions
(complete this form)
1.   Pay to the order of
2.   Amount of Check
3.   Federal Employer Identification Number 
      or Social Security Number
It is vital that all information on the reimbursement check be correct. Please follow the instructions below so we may 
insure quick, correct payment.
A.   Fill out the line “1” with the correct name/school/organization to receive reimbursement.
B.   Make sure line “2” equals the total paid receipts or the amount granted, whichever is the lesser amount.
C.   Be positive line “3” is the correct number corresponding with line “1.” Generally, schools and organizations 
       will have a “FEIN” number—line “3”—that will begin with a 36 or 37. Never will the “FEIN” number begin 
       with “99.”  That would be your taxexempt number, not the number required.
D.   Make sure to attach copies of all paid receipts and/or evidence of payment.
Please send application to:
LEAPIllinois Environmental Protection Agency1021 North Grand Ave. East
P.O. Box 19276 #15Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276 
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